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Seminar 1: On Learning, or, What Is School For?

The single most characteristic thing about human beings is
that they learn. Learning is so deeply ingrained in man that
it is almost involuntary, and thoughtful students of human
behavior have even speculated that our specialization as a
species is a specialization for learning. For, by comparison
with organisms lower in the animal kingdom, we are ill equip­
ped with prepared reflex mechanisms. As William James put it
decades ago, even our instinctive behavior occurs only once,
thereafter being modified by experience.

Jerome S. Bruner, Toward a
Theory of Instruction

Central to the design of Man: A Course of Study is the assumption that
one of the ways man becomes human is through the process of education.
Infant plasticity and prolonged immaturity provide us as humans with the
opportunity to shape the development of our offspring, and in this sense
"humanness" is a continuous human invention. As teachers we are partici­
pants in the process of humanization, and society holds us responsible
for the consequences of our work. In this introductory seminar we will
consider some contrasting definitions of the goals of formal education
and explore ways in -which the content of Man: A Course of Study can lead
to new insights into the process of education.
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